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New Year’s Day
IDC Meeting
Recycling Pickup
IDC Submittal Deadline
Martin Luther King Day
Recycling Pickup
IDC Meeting
IDC Submittal Deadline

THU
TUE
THU
TUE
MON
THU
TUE
TUE

No Jan. First Friday 
Women’s Coffee
Lunch Bunch
Potluck Supper & Trivia
Yarn Buddies
I’On Trust Opera Night
Women’s Movie Night

IMPORTANT DATES

FRI
TUE
THU
WED
WED
WED
TBD

1/1
1/6
1/8
1/13
1/19
1/22
1/20
1/27

NO JAN. DOCK CLOSINGS

N/A
1/13
1/15
1/21
1/28
1/28
TBD

JANUARY EVENTS

2026 I’On Board Meeting Dates TBA
6:00 p.m.

Conference Room
159 Civitas Street

Tuesday, January 20, 2026
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Happy Hour Before the Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Meeting

Creek Club, 44 Saturday Road

This year residents are invited to
attend a beer and wine happy hour
from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., hosted
by I’On Assembly and Mike Russo.

The agenda for this year’s meeting
includes the 2025 Civitas Award
and the Board of Trustee election.

JANUARY 2026

LIVING IN I'ON

There are four candidates nominated for the four open Board seats.
Three candidate would serve a two-year term, and one will serve a
one-year term. 

The candidates are: Elaine Blaisdell-Taylor, Chris Colen, Lori Feehan
and Roy Rathbun. 

Please read the Annual Meeting package that has been mailed to your
home. The packet includes detailed information on each candidate,
the meeting invitation, meeting agenda, draft 2025 Annual Meeting
Minutes, and annual committee reports. 

If you misplaced your annual meeting notice packet, please contact
Nina Patton at am.ion@ravenelassociates.com. 

We invite and encourage all homeowners to attend the annual
meeting!

The I’On Trust organized another
magical Holiday Festival of Giving. 
See more photos on pages 5 and 6



Happy New Year! Many thanks to Suzanne Leonard for hosting us in her stunning home last month. 
 
We have hosts for February through May. Thank you! Please contact Wendy Nixon at (203) 858-7909 or 
Lydia Gulyas at (843) 817-0138, if you would like to host June through December. We really appreciate all who
open their homes to our neighbors! Also, feel free to contact one of them if you would like to take over running
First Friday. It's easy and fun .

NO FIRST FRIDAY COCKTAILS IN JANUARY
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FIRST FRIDAY

WOMEN'S COFFEE
Tuesday, January 13 - 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Hosted by Rossana Guimaraes at 21 Duany Road
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For an up-to-date list of common area reservations, please visit the community calendar located on
our website! https://ioncommunity.com/calendar/

Thank you to Marilyn Follmann for hosting last month’s Women’s Coffee. We hope to see you at the home of 
Rossana Guimaraes who will graciously host us this month.

No RSVP needed. Bring a cup for coffee or tea and join us. For further information, contact Abigail Wolitzer at
abbywolitzer@yahoo.com or Farrah Follmann at ffollmann@yahoo.com. 

1st

LUNCH BUNCH
Thursday, January 15 - 12:00 p.m.
Hosted by Linda Hanson at Amalfi’s Italian Restaurant - 664 Long Point Road
Belle Hall Shopping Center

Happy New Year! Kick off 2026 with your I’On neighbors at our first Lunch Bunch of the year, hosted by Linda
Hanson. RSVP by Jan 13th to lindalhanson@gmail.com or text (843) 628-8145.

Please contact Kristen Anderson at kristenande@gmail.com, if you are interested in hosting. It is easy!  Simply
pick a restaurant, make a reservation, and collect the RSVPs.

Lunch Bunch is a long-standing I’On tradition that is looking for a new organizer. It is easy - you basically help
coordinate monthly lunches with a designated host who does most of the work. Please contact Kristen
Anderson if you are interested in taking over (kristenande@gmail.com).

NEW YEAR POT LUCK AND TRIVIA GAMES!!  Please join us to ring in the New Year when Amy and Billy Goldy
will host our buffet dinner and an evening of trivia competition hosted by O’Brion’s very own Trivia King,
Victor. We are excited for this special night to play with friends and neighbors. Prizes will be awarded to
winners. Encourage friends to join us and if you are new to the neighborhood, please come! It’s a very easy and
fun evening. Please bring a dish to share (whether homemade or purchased) along with your own plate,
utensils, beverage and glass. Hope to see you there! 

Any questions, please contact Amy Goldy at (908) 403-5466

Wednesday, January 21 at 6:30 p.m.
Hosted by Amy and Billy Goldy at The Creek Club, 44 Saturday Road

POTLUCK SUPPER AND TRIVIA
POT LUCK

https://ioncommunity.com/calendar/
mailto:abbywolitzer@yahoo.com
mailto:ffollmann@yahoo.com
mailto:lindalhanson@gmail.com
mailto:kristenande@gmail.com
mailto:kristenande@gmail.com
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To join the movie list to receive future e-vites, please contact Jan Laabs at laabsjan@hotmail.com.

The 2026 Golden Globe nominations have been announced. The 83rd Annual Golden Globes will stream live
Sunday, January 11, 2026 at 5PM PT / 8PM ET. You can find the full list of nominees here:
https://goldenglobes.com/nominations/2026

I 'ON WOMEN'S MOVIE GROUP
Sign up to receive future movie dates and times...

THIS MONTH WITH THE I'ON TRUST

Saturday, April 25 - 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Tickets on Sale January 15

Because this event often sells out, a batch of tickets have been set aside for I’On residents to ensure neighbors
have the opportunity to attend. These tickets can be accessed using the code Ion26. Follow the link to reserve
your tickets HERE.

Art In I’On is a self-guided tour that transforms I’On homes into pop-up art galleries for a day. Now in its third
year, the event invites neighbors and guests to explore beautiful homes, discover local artists, and enjoy small
bites from chefs cooking in each kitchen. All proceeds support Charleston Pro Bono Legal Services, a nonprofit
that provides free civil legal aid to Charleston families.

Warmest thanks to Penny Leighton for hosting the delightful December meeting. Barbara Wade will be hosting
Yarn Buddies this month at her home. Please let Barbara know if you are able to attend, via text: (843) 906-6114
or email: baranne@comcast.net.

Yarn Buddies was formed to encourage creativity, share imagination, offer assistance, and inspire those who
have an interest in the handcrafted arts. Anyone interested in the arts of handwork, be it knitting, crocheting,
needlepoint, jewelry making, quilting, crewel, embroidery, cross-stitch, etc. are warmly invited to attend.

Wednesday, January 28 - 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Hosted by Barbara Wade - 43 Krier Lane

YARN BUDDIES

mailto:laabsjan@hotmail.com
https://goldenglobes.com/nominations/2026
https://www.citypapertickets.com/events/176730603/art-in-i-on-2026
mailto:baranne@comcast.net
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JANUARY 2026

Charleston Opera Theatre 
Wednesday, January 28 at the Creek Club
44 Saturday Road

The I’On Trust invites you to attend an hour-long
performance of show-stopping melodies and unforgettable
voices, when the Charleston Opera Theater brings Opera’s
Greatest Hits to our community. 

Nothing captures the spirit and intensity of human emotion quite like opera. On January 28th, Charleston
Opera Theater brings a group of nationally and internationally known soloists to the Club Creek at I’On. The
program will include some of the art form’s most popular and beloved tunes, featuring excerpts from Puccini’s
Madama Butterfly and La Bohème, Leonvcallo’s I Pagliacci, Verdi’s La Traviata, Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Sivigliaand
more! Starring sopranos Vittoria Miranda and Erin Oldstrom, tenor Harold Meers and baritone Kenneth Stavert.
Don’t miss the opportunity to experience the Power of the Human Voice.

As space is limited, reservations will be taken on a first come first served basis. To reserve your seat, an RSVP
sign up link will be forwarded in an upcoming e-blast. 

SAVE THE DATE - I’On Oyster Roast
Sunday, February 22 - I’On Amphitheatre

Perseverance Square Brick Engraving 2026

If you would like to remember someone special in your life, or have your family name
etched forever in I’On history, click the link to fill out a google form: Brick Engraving.
Each brick costs $45 and can be engraved with up to 3 lines, 13 characters per line
including spaces. 

Orders can be placed now through March 31st, 2026. Engraved bricks will be installed
in May. Contact admin@iontrust.org or call (843) 881-7541 with questions.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd68klYiuMgtgolfFMLXpzrgkJRe1yYZ2m8altxjz7Ihm59YQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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Photo By Laurens Smith

Photo By Laurens Smith

Photo By Laurens Smith

The I’On neighborhood came together on December
7th in a display of community spirit and illumination for

the 23rd Annual Holiday Festival of Giving sponsored
by the I’On Trust. 

Over 570 residents participated in the yearly event,
raising more than $35,000 for Friends of Morning Light,

part of Star Gospel Mission.
Pictured front row (L to R) are Trust Admin. and event
coordinator Antonia Fokas, and Trust President Reid

Elliot presenting a check to Morning Light Exec.
Director Reverend Dr. Marion Platt III, and Shea

Chambers. Back row (L to R) are Kathryn Vorisek,
Jessica Boylston, Lizi Kotz, and Kris Barnhardt

Photo By Laurens Smith
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Members of the I’On Trust and resident volunteers
prepared more than 900 luminary kits, which

neighbors purchased to illuminate the streets during
the 23  Annual Holiday Festival of Giving. The

neighborhood glowed with over 12,000 candles, horse-
drawn carriages carried residents and friends through

the neighborhood to take in the light show. 

rd

Thank you to Laurens Smith for sharing these 
beautiful photos. 



Over 55, I’On At Home is for you! 

Celebrating the Holidays with IAH 
In December, IAH members
had a fabulous time
celebrating the holiday
season with friends and
neighbors! Festivities
included our famous
annual cookie exchange, a
Manhattan tasting and
mixology class, a holiday
floral workshop, as well as
a fun get together to 
exchange funny and unique
stocking stuffer ideas for
those in our lives that are 
hardest to shop for! 

And of course our annual
holiday strings concert 
featuring the CSO was
greatly enjoyed by all. We
closed the season with a
fun cocktail party for our
members hosted at the
beautifully decorated
home of Elisabeth and
Sean McKinless. 

 
Join us and becomeapart ofalivelygroupof neighborsinterested in learning 

new things, having fun sharing cultural and social activities and helping each other. 
Contact Elizabeth Sage, IAH Administrative Manager: elizabeths@ionathome.org 

or visit us at: https://ionathome.helpfulvillage.com/ 

WWW.IONCOMMUNITY.COM PAGE 7 OF 10   

THE OFFICIAL NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2026

https://ionathome.helpfulvillage.com/
mailto:elizabeths@ionathome.org
mailto:elizabeths@ionathome.org
https://ionathome.helpfulvillage.com/
https://ionathome.helpfulvillage.com/
https://ionathome.helpfulvillage.com/


THE OFFICIAL NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2026

Happy New Year at the Community Garden: Signup for Plots begins January 1, 2026
by April Gordon
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Want to begin the new year right? Get a garden plot in the I’On Community Garden conveniently located in the
recreation field on Eastlake Road. Make a resolution you can keep: growing your own delicious, healthy food (and
herbs and flowers!) all year long and enjoying the benefits of exercise and sunshine surrounded by I’On’s
beautiful butterfly garden 

For only $75, I’On residents are eligible for a 5’ x 8’ raised bed garden that is amended yearly and supplied with
water and mulched pathways inside a protected fenced area. New to gardening? Don’t let that stop you from
getting a garden plot; we have you covered. Both new and experienced gardeners are provided with the latest
gardening information on how to plant and maintain their gardens throughout the year. 

Plots are available on a first come, first served basis, so apply now as an individual or with family or friends. Be
aware that most of our plots are taken by the end of January. Our official garden opening will be in early
February (TBA). Plan to attend the opening to meet other gardeners, learn how the garden works, and get your
gardening questions answered. You can then begin planting your new spring garden. We hope you will join us and
wish you a Happy New Year and Happy Gardening!

Contact garden coordinator April Gordon at iongarden@gmail.com to receive your registration form. 

Community garden plots were full of a diversity of thriving plants in early summer 2025

mailto:iongarden@gmail.com
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BUTTERFLY GARDEN
Where are the Butterflies in the Winter?

by April Gordon

Before the hard freeze in mid-December, there were still a few butterflies, mainly Gulf fritillaries and an
occasional Monarch, coming to the the butterfly garden. They were feeding on the nectar from the remaining
salvias, milkweed, Turk’s cap, and lantana. Since the freeze, most of the plants and flowers are dead and very
likely the butterflies as well. But even before the weather turned cold, most of the butterflies were already
gone. Have you ever wondered what happens to them once cold weather arrives? Since butterflies are unable
to survive or remain active in the freezing temperatures of winter, where do they go?

Less common are butterflies that overwinter as adults. They remain dormant
when the weather is cold but may become active on days when the weather
is warm enough. They are among the butterflies that emerge the earliest in
the spring. These include question marks and commas and, my favorite, the
beautiful mourning cloak. Common in wooded areas, I have never seen them
at the butterfly garden. 

One possibility is that they migrate to warmer areas south of us. Some do
migrate; the most famous migratory butterflies are the Monarchs, who
migrate by the millions to Mexico and back every year. Most butterflies,
however, stay where they live and enter a dormant phase in their life cycle
overwintering as either an egg, larva (caterpillar), pupa (chrysalis), or adult.
They are able to survive winter by producing a chemical antifreeze in their
bodies that prevents ice crystals from forming which would burst their cells.
The most common dormant phases are as a larva or a pupa and lastly as an
egg or an adult. During dormancy butterflies hide away in tree bark, under
rocks, amidst deep tree roots, and in dead leaf litter or other woody debris.
Some will find shelter in houses or other buildings such as sheds. They will
emerge from dormancy in the spring once the weather warms. Examples
include the red-spotted purple that overwinters in the larval stage by
wrapping itself in a black cherry leaf on a twig held together by a silk thread;
swallowtail pupae are disguised as the twigs or dried leaves to which they are
attached.

Red-spotted purple larvae wrap themselves
in a black cherry leaf fashioned into a tube
held together by a silk thread where they
overwinter until spring

This black swallowtail pupa blends in
perfectly with the woody plant on which it
will spend the winter

There is an important lesson from knowing that
butterflies are around all year not just in the summer
when the weather is warm and the flowers are
blooming. Butterfly survival depends on supporting
butterflies during their entire life cycle not just
growing milkweed or other flowers in the
summertime. It is just as important to protect
butterflies in their winter homes when they are
usually invisible to us. Organizations such as the
Xerces Society have launched a program called
“Leave the Leaves,” to inform the public on ways to
do this. Among their suggestions are to wait until the
weather warms to “clean up” your garden to give
butterflies a chance to emerge from dormancy.
Another idea is to create brush piles in
inconspicuous areas of your yard where many
butterflies overwinter. Also try to leave the fallen
leaves from native trees (such as oaks) on the
ground in at least part of your yard or rake them into 

The dramatically beautiful mourning cloak
overwinters as an adult and can be seen out
of dormancy during warmer periods during
the winter

This sign on the fence at the
butterfly garden encourages

visitors to care for
overwintering butterflies and

other creatures that depend on
leaf litter and other vegetation
for their survival during winter 

your beds (or a compost pile). The leaves will not only protect overwintering eggs, larvae, pupae and adult
butterflies but many other overwintering invertebrates as well. All of these measures are employed at the
butterfly garden, and you can learn more about what you can do by googling “xerces society leave the leaves”. 

April Gordon
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Communications Committee

Elaine Blaisdell-Taylor
Communications Chair

Fran Tepperman
Living In I'On Editor

Mary Kaplan
Ambassador Chair

Paula Shugart

Antonia Fokas
I'On Trust

Emily Simpson & Nina Patton
HOA Managers, Ravenel Associates
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The Communications Committee 
wants to hear from you! 

Click HERE to submit your questions,
comments, requests, or concerns.  
It's always a pleasure to hear from 

a Living in I'On reader!

Welcome New Neighbors
Be sure to stop by to welcome and

introduce yourself to...

Caroline & Kevin Kelleher
18 Fernandina Street

Christine Motamed
59 Hopetown Road

Maggie & John Storie
77 Ponsbury Road

Annie & Ryan Westberg
62 Eastlake Road

Rosemary Gran
110 N Shelmore Boulevard

The I’On Assembly and IDC offices will be operating on a remote
work schedule during the holiday season. Please see below for the
schedule. All emails and phone calls will continue to be
responded to.

• January 1: Offices Closed for New Years
• January 2: Remote Working
• January 5: Offices resume normal in-person hours

The 2026 I’On Assembly Annual Assessment is due on January
1st. No worries, you have until January 31st to pay it… but not a
day later! 

The annual budget is based on the assumption that all owners
will pay by the due date. When they do not, it impacts the
Assembly’s ability to fulfill its obligations. You can find the
approved collection policy on the I’On website. 

Time to Pay Your I’On HOA Bill!

Please e-mail Emily Simpson at
esimpson@ravenelassociates.com with questions. 

Visit www.ravenelassociates.com to pay online or drop check
payments off to the HOA office at 159 Civitas Street, Suite 211.
Thank you for your timely payments

I’On Amenities News

   During the month of
December our neighborhood
looked spectacular, due to
the help of our talented Susy
Teale and her many
volunteers who decorated
the streetlights and added a
Christmas tree to the Eastlake
Boathouse. 

We also enjoyed the holiday
lighting of our entrance,
Maybank Green, Eastlake
Boathouse, and Westlake 
Amphitheater which were installed by Lowcountry Night Lights. 

Thank you for making I’On so beautiful for the holiday season. 

Donna Davis, Amenities Chair

mailto:frantepperman@gmail.com

