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It's a way of life, notjust a place to call home

2025

January Events

Community Garden Sign
Up Begins

Women’s Coffee

Potluck Dinner

Art In I’On Tickets on Sale
Lunch Bunch

Yarn Buddies

Movie Group

Important Dates

WED 1/1
TUE 1/7
THU 1/9
TUE 1/14
THU 1/16
MON 1/20
THU 1/23
TUE 1/21
TUE 1/28

New Year’s Day

IDC Meeting

Recycling Pickup

IDC Submittal Deadline
Recycling Pickup

MLK Day

Recycling Pickup

IDC Meeting

IDC Submittal Deadline

DOCK CLOSINGS ON PAGE 2

2025 Annual I'On Board Meeting

Creek Club, 44 Saturday Road

6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, January 21, 2025

HADPY (R JEAD

We Want to Hear From You!
CLICK HERE

Take Our 2025 Neighborhood Survey Today!

2025 Annual Meeting and HOA Board Election
Tuesday, January 21, 2025
6:00 p.m. at the Creek Club, 44 Saturday Road.

The agenda for this year’s meeting includes the 2024 Civitas Award and
the Board of Trustee election. There are six candidates nominated for
the four open Board seats. Each candidate would serve a two-year
term. The candidates are: Joseph Barnes, Dick Bondy, Donna Davis,
Michael Spalding, Lon Waggoner, and Stephen Wood.

Please read the Annual Meeting package that has been mailed to your
home. The packet includes detailed information on each candidate, the
meeting invitation, meeting agenda, draft 2024 Annual Meeting
Minutes, and annual committee reports. If you misplaced your annual
meeting notice packet, please contact Mary James at
mary.ion@ravenelassociates.com. We invite and encourage all
homeowners to attend the annual meeting!

Photo By Laurens Smith

See more photos and story on I’On’s 21st Annual Festival of Giving on pages 5 and 6.
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Date of Event 2025 Event Type Ceremony Time

Sunday, January 19th Wedding Ceremony 3:55-4:25 p.m.

For an up-to-date list of common area reservations, please visit the community calendar
located on our website! https://ioncommunity.com/calendar/

FIRST FRIDAY FRI
No First Friday Event in January

There is no January First Friday as the date falls so close to the New Year. We’re looking for a host for the
February 7th First Friday event.

Many thanks to Sean and Elisabeth McKinless for hosting a gorgeous and festive December First Friday.

We have hosts for March, April, and August 2025 (thank you!). In addition to February 7, we have hosting
opportunities available for May 2 and June 6, 2025. Karen Rathbun has kindly offered to help with FFs again, so
you KNOW you’ll be well assisted if you host. PLUS, Country and Lace Florist has offered a complimentary
arrangement for all of our First Friday hosts!

Please contact Wendy Nixon at (203) 858-79009. It's easy and a great way to meet your neighbors.
WOMEN'S COFFEE -

Tuesday, January 14 - 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Hosted by Kathleen Coffman at 324 North Shelmore Boulevard

The I’'On Women’s Coffee will be held Tuesday, January 14th at the home of Kathleen Coffman, 324 North
Shelmore.

No RSVP needed. Please bring a cup for coffee or tea and join us. For further information, contact Abigail
Wolitzer at abbywolitzer@yahoo.com or Farrah Follmann at ffollmann@yahoo.com.

‘ -/-\_
FAMILY POTLUCK DINNER S poTLUCK =
Wednesday, January 15 - 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. \\ 2025

Hosted by Kristen and Roy Anderson at the Creek Club

Join us on Wednesday, January 15th when Kristen and Roy Anderson will host a New Year’s Pot Luck dinner at
the beautiful Creek Club overlooking the Hobcaw Creek. This first Pot Luck of 2025 is a great way to kick off the
New Year by visiting with old friends, making new friends, and catching up on neighborhood news after the
busy holiday season.

Please encourage friends to attend and if you are new to the neighborhood, please join us! It is a fun social
evening where you are sure to find delicious dishes provided by our talented I’On neighbors.

Please bring a dish to share (whether homemade or purchased) along with your own plate, utensils, beverage
and glass. We hope to see you there to celebrate a New Year.
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LUNCH BUNCH

Thursday, January 16 - 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

Hosted by Margie Bondy at Tavern & Table (https://www.tavernandtable.com)
100 Church Street, Mount Pleasant

Please join us to celebrate the New Year at Tavern + Table, a local waterside setting at 100 Church Street in
Mount Pleasant. Take Coleman Boulevard to Church Street. Keep right on Church Street/Ronnie Boals Street to
enter the parking lot. Guests pay individually by cash or credit card.

RSVP to Margie Bondy at margaretbondy@gmail.com or by phone or text at (203) 984-0830 by Friday, January
10th because space is limited. We look forward to seeing you!

YARN BUDDIES

Wednesday, January 22 -10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Hosted by CJ (Carolyn) Pelletier at 90 Ponsbury Road

CJ (Carolyn) Pelletier is hosting Yarn Buddies on Wednesday, January 22nd at her home, 90 Ponsbury Road,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Please let CJ know if you are able to attend, via text: (843) 856-9224 or email:

cjpelletier8@gmail.com.

Yarn Buddies was formed to encourage creativity, share imagination, offer assistance, and inspire those who
have an interest in the handcrafted arts. Anyone interested in the arts of handwork, be it knitting, crocheting,
needlepoint, jewelry making, quilting, crewel, embroidery, cross-stitch, etc. are warmly invited to attend.
Contact Bebe Coyle with questions at bebecoyle@comcast.net.

I'ON WOMEN'S MOVIE GROUP
Sign up to receive future movie dates and times...

On December 16th, five ladies attended the movie “Wicked” which we all enjoyed. It started
slow but we liked it enough we all plan to see the second half when it comes out in 2025. The film was
nominated for a Golden Globe (GG) Award as Best Picture Musical/Comedy category. Cynthia Erivo as Elphaba
was nominated for a GG as Best Actress Musical/Comedy and Ariana Grande as Galinda (Glinda the Good) was
nominated for a GG as Best Supporting Actress Musical/Comedy.

If you are not in the movie group but would like to be, e-mail Jan Laabs at laabsjan@hotmail.com. Watch for an
evite in your email. Hope to see you soon.
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ArtIn ’On 2025

Tickets for Art in I'On 2025 for I'0On residents will go on
sale on January 15 at
https://www.citypapertickets.com/events/159263731/art
-in-i-on-2025.

The code for I'On residents to get a ticket is "lon2025."
Ticket buyers will be required to have an I'On address
when purchasing.

The first Art In I’On was inspired by 25 years of Art on the
Beach - Chefs in the Kitchen on Sullivan’s Island.

This event is a dynamic tour of homes in I’On, held on April 12, 2025. Ticket
holders may begin their journey at any home - a map will be provided the
week of the event.

Art In ’Onincludes a self-guided tour of approximately 10 private
residences, with more than 30 artists displaying and selling their work. The
event is scheduled for Saturday, April 12, 2025 from 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. Patrons
are encouraged to travel from home to home exploring a well curated gallery
of artists in each location. Materials range from fine art to found art,
including jewelers and small batch craft makers. Sample cuisine from local
chefs along the tour.

All proceeds from this event will benefit Charleston Pro Bono Legal Services,
a non-profit organization that provides free civil legal services to hundreds of
low-income individuals and families in our community each year.

Attendees who purchase an Early Access ticket will get an extra hour on the - e
tour and will be able to access select homes beginning at 1:00 p.m. - i

Quick Facts:

e ArtinI’On will take place on Saturday, April 12, 2025 from 2:00 - 6:00 p.m.

e The event features more than 30 artists displaying and selling their work in private residences, as well as
local chefs offering tastings in the I'On neighborhood.

¢ All proceeds from the event benefit Charleston Pro Bono Legal Services.

e Tickets are required.

e Tickets go on sale on January 15, 2025 on the website at
https://www.citypapertickets.com/events/159263731/art-in-i-on-2025.

¢ A map of the homes will be provided the week of the event, and ticket holders can begin their journey at
any home.

e The event features a wide variety of mediums, including jewelers, wood workers, and leather bag makers.
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21st ANNUAL HOLIDAY FESTIVAL OF GIVING
Sponsored by the I’On Trust

This holiday season, the I’On neighborhood came together
on December 8th in a display of community spirit for the
21st Annual Holiday Festival of Giving sponsored by the
I’On Trust. Over 544 residents participated in the yearly
event, raising more than $32,000 for two local non-profits,
Camp Happy Days and The Lonon Foundation.

Ay e

Before sunset, neighbors lined the front of their homes with luminaries
that amounted to over 12,000 glowing candles.

Residents gathered on the Maybank Green where a chorus of angelic
singers from School of the Arts led neighbors in holiday carols. Horse-
drawn carriages, new born neighbors in baby carriages, and festively
adorned golf carts roamed the streets, to take in the light show.
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Santa and Mrs. Claus delighted children and families by
making a grand entrance in a horse-drawn carriage at the
West Lake Amphitheatre.

The b 208
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Special thanks to I’On Trust
Administrator Antonia Fokas for
organzing a wonderful evening of
celebration.

Surrounded by friends and families, the ’'On
Trust President, Reid Elliot presented checks to
the benefiting charities, marking another
successful year of giving. Pictured from left to
right during the check presentation are 1'0On
resident Chloe McAuley who nominated The
Lonon Project, Reid Elliott, I’'On Trust President,
Anna Lonon, founder and Executive Director of
The Lonon Foundation, Cindy Hay Johnson,
Executive Director of Camp Happy Days, and
I'On resident Sandy Powers who nominated
Camp Happy Days.

WWW.IONCOMMUNITY.COM PAGE 6 OF 11




THE OFFICIAL NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2025

BUTTERFLY GARDEN

Why We Don’t “Clean Up” the Butterfly Garden until Spring!
by April Gordon

After nights of freezing weather in December, most of the buttery garden plants are dead or dormant, and the butteries and
bees are gone after a very active fall. During this time of year, most people have been raking up and disposing of fallen
leaves and other plant debris and throwing them away in garden bags; i.e, to “clean up” the yard and garden and make
everything neat and tidy. This is not, however, how a buttery garden works. For buttery gardens to thrive they need to
resemble the relatively untidy natural ecosystems that butteries, bees, moths, and other beneficial insects have evolved to
inhabit rather than to be like our manicured landscapes.

In the fall as dry leaves and sticks cover the ground they, along with dead plants and flower heads, are seen as unsightly
reminders of their former glory. But this scenario is a deceptive view of what is in reality a cycle of constant renewal not an
ending. In both natural and human landscapes rather than trash, all of this plant material is treasure! In the winter, leaves,
etc. become homes for wildlife, including pollinators. For instance, an estimated 70% of native bee species nest in the
ground including yards and garden beds, often inside hollow plant stems or pieces of wood. Many other insects and animals
find insulation from the cold under the blanket of leaves on the ground. This includes many butteries in various stages of
their life cycle. Consider this when you are raking and bagging up all the leaves and plant debris: you may be inadvertently
destroying many eggs, caterpillars, and cocoons/chrysalises along with them.

You may be wondering why you haven’t seen
these butteries and other insects around you. The
reason is they are cleverly camouflaged to
protect themselves from hungry predators and
are by design difficult to see. For example, some
butteries look like sticks, or leaves as the red
spotted purple, tiger swallowtail, and red banded
hairstreak in the photos to the right demonstrate.
| wouldn’t recognize them, would you?

There are more than just insects in the buttery
garden that benefit from “leaving the leaves” and
other plant debris in place. Plant material is an
effective mulch that protects the soil from
weather extremes, holds moisture, insulates the
roots of perennials from freezing, and suppresses
weeds. All that plant material eventually is broken
down into compost that feeds the soil for plants
to grow in the spring. And birds use the seeds
from dried flower heads as food, which can be
hard to find in the winter months.

For so many good reasons, we at the buttery
garden will wait until spring is well underway
before we do our garden cleanup. Check
https://xerces.org/blog/leave-the-leaves to see
how you can benefit from “leaving the leaves” in
your own yard or garden.

Red Banded Hairstreak Caterpillar
Overwinters on Leaf

April Gordon at iongarden@gmail.com F )

Hibernating Red Spotted Purple

- Caterpillar Wrapped in Leaf
Red Spotted Purple Butterfly
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I'ON COMMUNITY GARDEN
Happy New Year at the Community Garden: Plot Sighups begin January 1,2025
by April Gordon

The ’On Community Garden in June is flourishing.

Begin the New Year with a garden plot in the ’'On Community Garden, conveniently located on Eastlake Rd.
Make a resolution you can keep: growing your own delicious, healthy produce (and herbs and flowers!) all year
long. As a bonus, gardening is a fun way to meet your neighbors, get healthy exercise, and enjoy nature
(including all the pollinators and flowers of I’On’s buttery garden).

For only $75, I’On residents are eligible for a 5’ x 8’ raised bed garden that is amended yearly and supplied with
water, straw mulch, and mulched pathways inside a protected fenced area. Never gardened before? Garden and
planting information are also provided along with regular gardening tips and advice throughout the growing
season. Garden plots are available on a first come, first served basis, so apply now as an individual or partner
with family or friends. Most plots are taken by the middle of January. Plots can be planted after the garden
opening in February. Contact garden coordinator April Gordon at iongarden@gmail.com to receive your
registration form.

Your Community Garden neighbors wish you a Happy New Year and Happy Gardening!

April Gordon at iongarden@gmail.com
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A Holiday Season to Remember with I’'On at Home

R 2024 was a holiday season for the books for IAH with much
=== merriment to go around! Thanks to the generosity of our

' members over 50 children were adopted through ECCO this
season, ensuring local families would be able to provide a
happy Christmas for their children.

A great time was had by all at the Wynn’s beautiful home
where they hosted a rocking holiday party for all of our
members. Additionally, IAH members enjoyed holiday
concerts from both the Charleston Symphony Orchestra
string quartet as well as the Charleston Gospel Choir. And
what would be December if we didn’t have our annual cookie
exchange and cocktails and caroling events as well!

Over 55, I’'On At Home is for you!
Join us and become a part of a lively group of neighbors interested in learning new
things, having fun sharing cultural and social activities and helping each other.

Contact Elizabeth Sage, IAH Administrative Manager: elizabeths @ionathome.org
or visit us at: https://ionathome.helpfulvillage.com/
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Remembering the Life of I’'On Founder, Friend, and Neighbor

Thomas Carroll Graham
6/7/1941 - 11/26/2024

Thomas Carroll Graham was born in Rock Hill, South Carolina on June 7,1941. Tom
attended Winthrop Training School in Rock Hill and was an Eagle Scout and National
Merit Scholar.

While in high school, Tom wrote and directed a prize winning play and briefly
considered becoming a playwright. Ultimately, he accepted a full scholarship to
Clemson with the intention of studying Physics. After his freshman year, Tom
transferred to Emory University in Atlanta, switched his major to Economics, sang in
the Men’s Glee Club, and met fellow student Annie Faye Dyer, who would become his
devoted wife of fifty-five years and mother of their four children.

Tom completed his academic work at Emory in 1964 with an undergraduate degree in
Economics and a Master of Business Administration. His multi-faceted career began
with Humble Oil in Baton Rouge and Management Science America in Atlanta. In the
early 1970's, Tom found his way to real estate, and developed communities in Atlanta
for the next two decades.

In the mid-1990's, Tom partnered with two of his sons in founding Mt. Pleasant’s celebrated I’On neighborhood. In 1998,
Tom, Vince, and Geoff established the I’On Trust to advance arts and culture in the East Cooper area and the I’'On Club in
2000 to promote fitness with a convivial spirit. Without Tom’s patient involvement, especially during the lengthy and
challenging approval process and the tumultuous economic conditions that followed, ’'On would not exist.

As their younger children left the nest, Tom and Faye embarked on a new chapter of life in the Lowcountry; first in
Beaufort, then briefly on the Charleston Peninsula, and eventually in the home they built on Krier Lane in I’'On, where they
welcomed visits from family and friends as the neighborhood grew around them. Tom was at his happiest and most joyous
when surrounded by his grandchildren; he especially loved sighting turtles off the canal bridges with them, and herons and
egrets from the paths along the Rookery and Hobcaw Creek.

Tom was an avid reader and lifelong learner, eagerly sharing his latest discoveries and insights with others, even before
their morning coffee! He constantly sought to better understand and share his wonder and awe at the magnificence of the
world, from mitochondria to solar flares. In the latter part of his career, Tom partnered with and supported many aspiring
entrepreneurs. Few things excited him more than seeing those he had a hand in supporting make a positive impact on their
corners of the world.

Coping with Faye’s death in 2018, Tom doubled down on his philanthropic pursuits to, in his own words, “do what he could
to enable human flourishing by removing limits imposed by misbegotten governmental policies.” An avid tennis player for
most of his life, in these years he expanded his fitness practices to yoga, pickleball, and paddle-boarding. Neighbors
frequently spotted Tom biking I’On’s tree-lined streets or venturing down Mathis Ferry Road toward Mt. Pleasant’s
Memorial Waterfront Park.

Tom spent the final years of his life with his beloved fellow enthusiastic and intrepid adventurer, Evelyn Avery. Together
they shared joyful companionship, fiercely competitive games of chess, and travels throughout Europe and North and
South America. He was active and in vibrant health up until his sudden death on the late afternoon of November 26, 2024.

Thomas Carroll Graham was predeceased by his wife, Faye Dyer Graham, née Annie Faye Dyer; his mother Florence Pope
"Nina" Graham, née Florence Pope Kitchens; and his father Plesant Gradford Graham. He is survived by his children:
Vincent Gradford Graham of Charleston; Tamara Anne Graham, and her children, Eliza Faye Calabria and lan Thomas
Calabria of Atlanta; and Graham Nicholas Calabria of Charleston; Eric Thomas Graham, and his wife Julia Scheinler Graham
of Cumming, GA; and Geoffrey Dyer Graham, his wife Wendy Minor Graham, and their children, Alexander Dyer Graham
and Rhea Katharine Graham of Atlanta. He is also survived by his younger brother, James Gradford Graham of Rock Hill
and his younger sister, Rosalyn Graham Snyder of Cary, NC.

A memorial service was held on Saturday, December 14 at the I’On Chapel. The family requests that donations be made to

the Foundation for Economic Education (FEE), 1776 Peachtree St. NW, Suite 710S Atlanta, GA 30309, in memory of Tom
Graham.
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Welcome New Neighbors
Be sure to stop by to welcome and
introduce yourself to...

Dan Smith & James Mellichamp
120 Civitas Street

Photo by Jordan Buckner

Communications Committee

Julie Hussey
Communications Chair

Fran Tepperman
Living In I'On Editor

Mary Kaplan
Ambassador Chair

Antonia Fokas
I'On Trust

Kathie Haas
Danielle Marin

Mary James & Emily Simpson
HOA Managers, Ravenel Associates

The Communications Committee
wants to hear from you!

Click HERE to submit your questions,
comments, requests, or concerns.
It's always a pleasure to hear from

a Living in I'On reader!

Duck, Duck, Name that Goose!

R N A o
r 356 ,m

Our neighborhood friend Lucy Goosey has stayed true to her
name and remains on the loose. Her sister, however, has arrived
to take her place. Only she has yet to be named. That’s where
our I’On neighbors come in.

Click the link below and submit your favorite name for our
costumed gal goose. The owners will select their favorite from
the names submitted. Submission deadline is January 15. We
are thrilled to have a festive friend back on the sidewalk for all
to enjoy.

CLICK HERE TO NAME OUR NEIGHBORHOOD GOOSE!

=9 Time to Pay Your I’On HOA Bill!
|

The 2025 I’'On Assembly Annual Assessment is due on January
1st. No worries, you have until January 31st to pay it... but not a
day later! The annual budget is based on the assumption that all
owners will pay by the due date. When they do not, it impacts
the Assembly’s ability to fulfill its obligations. You can find the
approved collection policy on the I’'On website.

Please e-mail Emily Simpson at
ESimpson@ravenelassociates.com with questions. Visit
www.ravenelassociates.com to pay online or drop check
payments off to the HOA office at 159 Civitas Street, Suite 211.
Thank you for your timely payments.
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