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Groundhog Day
IDC Meeting
Recycling Pickup
Super Bowl Sunday
IDC Submittal Deadline
Valentine’s Day
Presidents’ Day
IDC Meeting
Recycling Pickup
IDC Submittal Deadline

SUN
TUE
THU
SUN
TUE
FRI
MON
TUE
THU
TUE

First Friday
Women’s Coffee
Potluck Bingo Buffet
Oyster Roast
Lunch Bunch
Yarn Buddies
Movie Group

Important Dates

FRI
TUE
WED
SUN
WED
WED
TBD

2/2
2/4
2/6
2/9
2/11
2/14
2/17
2/18
2/20
2/25 

February Events

DOCK CLOSINGS ON PAGE 2

2/7
2/11
2/19
2/23
2/26
2/26
TBD

It's a way of life, not just a place to call home

THE OFFICIAL NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER

Iron Hearts in I’On

We would like to thank everyone
who attended the 2025 annual
meeting on Tuesday, January 21!

Thanks also to all the neighbors
who voted online and submitted
proxies prior to the meeting. The
annual meeting cannot happen
without the participation of the
community. 

On January 29th, the Board held
their Organizational Meeting. The
results are as follows:

I’On Assembly
2025 Board of Trustees

Tom O’Brien – President
Bob Adams – Vice President/Treasurer/Finance Committee Chair

Joe Barnes - Secretary/Communications Chair
Donna Davis – Amenities Committee Chair

Roy Rathbun – Landscape & Infrastructure Chair
Lon Waggoner – Covenants Committee Chair

Stephen Wood – IDC Liaison 

The monthly Board meetings will continue to be held on the 3rd Monday
of each month, except for February ‘s meeting which will be Thursday,
February 13 at 6:00 p.m. 

Thursday, February 13 
Monday, March 17 
Monday, April 21
Monday, May 19
Monday, June 23
Monday, July 21 

Monday, August 18 
Monday, September 15 

Monday, October 20  
Monday, November 17  
Monday, December 15 

2025 I'On Board Meetings
6:00 p.m.

Conference Room
159 Civitas Street

Thank you to everyone who took the
Communications Committee Survey. The survey
was conducted to gather input from residents on

ways to improve I'On neighborhood spirit and event
participation. With a new Board of Directors in

place, board members will review the results, and
take your input into consideration in their efforts to

create a stronger, more engaged community. 

Communications Committee Survey



We now have hosts for March through October, but are still looking for a venue for February 7th. Any chance
you could host us? Many thanks to Country and Lace Florist for offering a complimentary arrangement for all
of our First Friday hosts!

Please contact Wendy Nixon at (203) 858-7909. It's easy and a great way to meet your neighbors. 

THE OFFICIAL NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2025

FIRST FRIDAY

WOMEN'S COFFEE
Tuesday, February 11 - 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Hosted by Harriet Ripinsky at 79 Moultrieville Road
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Date of Event 2025 Event Type Ceremony Time

For an up-to-date list of common area reservations, please visit the community calendar 
located on our website! https://ioncommunity.com/calendar/

No RSVP needed. Please bring a cup for coffee or tea and join us. For further information, contact Abigail
Wolitzer at abbywolitzer@yahoo.com or Farrah Follmann at ffollmann@yahoo.com. 

HOST NEEDED
Friday, February 7 - 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, February 1st            Wedding & Reception                    3:55 - 4:25 
Friday, February 14th               Wedding & Reception                    3:55 - 4:25 
Sunday, February 16th            Wedding & Reception                    4:25 - 4:55 
Friday, February 21st                Wedding & Reception                    4:55 - 5:25 
Saturday, February 22nd         Wedding & Reception                    4:25 - 4:55 
Friday, February 28th               Wedding & Reception                    5:25 - 5:55

1st

POTLUCK DINNER - VALENTINE BINGO BUFFET
Wednesday, February 19 - 6:30 p.m.
Hosted by Joyce and Dick Stifel at the Creek Club, 44 Saturday Road

Please join us on Wednesday, February 19th for this month’s Pot Luck dinner when Joyce and Dick Stifel will
host a fun bingo evening complete with CASH prizes at the Creek Club. 

The Creek Club, overlooking the marsh on the Hobcaw Creek, is a beautiful facility that we are very lucky to use
each month! Please encourage friends to join us and if you are new to the neighborhood, please come! It is a
fun, social evening where you are sure to find fabulous food provided by our talented I’On neighbors. Bring a
dish to share (whether homemade or purchased) along with your own plate, utensils, beverage and glass. 

A huge thanks to Kristen and Roy Anderson for hosting our New Year’s Pot Luck in January! The tremendous
turnout made for a very enjoyable evening complete with delicious items like meatballs, lasagne, amazing
shrimp, pork tenderloin, white bean soup, fun pasta and chicken dishes, fabulous salads and even homemade
desserts! It was a banquet of amazing food! Thank you ALL!

https://ioncommunity.com/calendar/
mailto:abbywolitzer@yahoo.com
mailto:ffollmann@yahoo.com


Wednesday, February 26 - 10:45 a.m.
A Camellia Walk - Hosted by Harriet Ripinsky at Middleton Place
4300 Ashley River Road, Charleston

Yarn Buddies will meet on Wednesday, February 26, at Donna Davis’ home, 3 Edenton Road. Please let Donna
know if you are able to attend via text at (804) 405-8297 or email: donnad108@gmail.com 

Yarn Buddies was formed to encourage creativity, share imagination, offer assistance, and inspire those who
have an interest in the handcrafted arts. Anyone interested in the arts of handwork, be it knitting, crocheting,
needlepoint, jewelry making, quilting, crewel, embroidery, cross-stitch, etc. are warmly invited to attend.
Contact Bebe Coyle with questions at bebecoyle@comcast.net.

YARN BUDDIES
Wednesday, February 26 - 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Hosted by Donna Davis at 3 Edenton Road
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I 'ON WOMEN'S MOVIE GROUP
Sign up to receive future movie dates and times...

LUNCH BUNCH

The 2025 Oscar Nominations have been announced. Click the link for the full list on nominees and prepare to
catch up on your Oscar nominated films - https://www.oscars.org/oscars/ceremonies/2025. The 97th Academy
Awards will be telecast on March 2nd.  

The group will be attending another movie soon. It’s always a fun night at the movies with dinner following. If
you are on the e-mail list you will receive an evite. To add your name to the list please contact Jan Laabs at
laabsjan@hotmail.com. Hope to see you at the movies.

February will have a unique Lunch Bunch experience: A private tour of the Camellia Walk at Middleton Place
with lunch. Middleton Place is America’s oldest landscaped gardens, enhanced each winter with the beauty of
their camellias which have thousands of blossoms. The all-inclusive cost for admission, the private tour, and
lunch is $77.00

Please RSVP to Harriet Ripinsky (hripinsky@aol.com). Checks or cash can be delivered to 79 Moultrieville Rd.
Venmo is also accepted - email Harriet for her account info. Carpooling will be available as date gets closer.

mailto:donnad108@gmail.com
mailto:bebecoyle@comcast.net


Saturday, April 5 - 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the Westlake Amphitheatre 

The code for I'On residents to purchase tickets is "Ion2025." Ticket
buyers will be required to have an I'On address when purchasing.

THIS MONTH WITH THE I'ON TRUST
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OYSTER ROAST
Sunday, February 23 - 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. at the Westlake Amphitheater

The Crazy Dutchman will be serving up all you can eat Oysters and BBQ
Buffet. This event is BYOB for those 21 and over. Live music will be provided
by Greg Horton & Cole Owens come rain or shine.

Please scan the QR code to pay by Venmo or drop a 
check in our mailbox located outside near the Assembly 
Office behind the Square Onion. Credit cards will not be 
accepted. Please purchase your tickets by February 10th in 
order for us to provide the caterer with an accurate number of
attendees. $35 for adults, $10 child under 10, children under 5 FREE

If you have any issues please don't hesitate to call (843) 881-7541 or email
admin@iontrust.org

ART IN I’ON
Saturday, April 12, 2025 in I’On

AFTER THE BRIDGE RUN CONCERT

join us at the Westlake Amphitheatre and enjoy the music of 40 Years Too
Late, a Mount Pleasant based cover band playing a wide variety of pop,
rock and country music - all with an island vibe! Their set lists include hits
by Fleetwood Mac, Tom Petty, Jimmy Buffet, Santana, Eric Clapton, The
Beatles, Eagles, and many more.

This event is a dynamic tour of homes in I’On. Ticket holders may begin
their journey at any participating home. To purchase tickets and learn
more, visit https://www.citypapertickets.com/events/159263731/art-
in-i-on-2025. Any questions please feel free to call (843) 881-7541 or
email admin@iontrust.org

EASTER EGG HUNT - 
MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC - 
SCHOOL’S OUT SWEET TREAT - 

Saturday, April 19th
Monday May 26th

Thursday, May 29th

MARK YOUR CALENDARS...

https://www.40yearstoolate.com/
https://www.40yearstoolate.com/
https://www.citypapertickets.com/events/159263731/art-in-i-on-2025
https://www.citypapertickets.com/events/159263731/art-in-i-on-2025
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Just for Fun Playgrounds has completed the Ramble
playground renovation! The playscape is ready for
climbing, sliding, swinging, and fun. Improvements to the
Hopetown playground are now in full “swing.”  

Thank you for your patience while we complete these
projects.

E-bikes, golf carts, ATV’s, and electric scooters are fun gifts to
receive and can make it easier to get around the neighborhood.
However, because of their speed, they are much more dangerous
than people-powered transportation like regular bikes, scooters,
or skateboards. The danger increases exponentially when they
are used in spaces designed for pedestrians. 

As a reminder, NO golf carts, motorized vehicles, electric bikes
and electric scooters are allowed to be operated in or on any of
the common areas or pathways. These areas include: the
Westlake & Eastlake paths, Marsh Trail, Maybank Green, Rookery,
Eastlake Athletic Field and in any playgrounds. It is the
responsibility of parents to inform their children of this rule.
Beyond our neighborhood rules, The Town of Mount Pleasant
has a new ordinance regarding the use of ebike on sidewalks
which apply on I’On’s sidewalks. 

I’ON SIDEWALK SAFETY AND MOTORIZED VEHICLE RULES

PERFECTING OUR PLAYGROUNDS

The Civitas Award has been given to an
outstanding member or members of the
I’On Community since 2003. It is awarded
to a person or persons who have gone
above and beyond the call of service. The
word Civitas is Latin for citizenship;
conveying a sense of community,
responsibility, and a common purpose. 

We would like to congratulate Chris Colen
and Kathie Haas as the 2024 Civitas
Award recipients! Chris and Kathie’s
previous years on I’On’s Boards and
Committees, along with their community
participation, is what makes I’On a special
community! I’On would not be what it is
today without all the past, present and
future volunteers who continue to keep
the I’On community thriving! 

2024 CIVITAS AWARD WINNERS

2024 Civitas Award Winner Chris Colen
proudly displays his award.

Congratulations to Kathie Haas one of
I’On’s 2024 Civitas Award Recipients



Safeguarding the beauty and wellbeing of I’On 
through sound environmental practices

Have questions for the I’On ECO Group or some ideas to share,
please contact us at ionecogroup@gmail.com 

We’re excited to share that the I'On ECO Group now has a dedicated webpage, making it
easier than ever to access resources and information about sustainable living in our
community. 

To visit our webpage, log into the I’On Community website at https://ioncommunity.com/
login, go to the Resident Information tab, and scroll down to the I'On ECO Group listing. 

Check it out today and join us in building a more sustainable future for I’On! 

On our webpage, you’ll find direct links to articles we’ve written across
four key areas of focus: 

Homes and gardens 
Waste and recycling 
Energy 
Healthy lakes, marshes and water ecosystems 

These resources provide practical tips and insights to help us all reduce our environmental 
impact while enhancing the beauty and health of I'On. 

Discover the I’On ECO Group Online! 
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During the cold winter months of January and February, the butterfly garden appears to be largely devoid of
life with many plants reduced to dry, leafless stems and dead flowerheads. It takes imagination to see how the
garden will look when the life-giving sun and warmth of spring gradually beckon the plants and animals of the
garden to begin filling the area with renewed activity and vibrant color once again. 

It is important to keep in mind, however, that life in a butterfly garden does not re-emerge all at once as warm
weather returns. Some plants bloom as early as February and provide nectar for early bees, butterflies, and
other insects. True of the environment in general, varying flowering times throughout the year are the result of
evolutionary processes. Flowering in late winter and early spring results in less competition among plants for
such resources as space, soil nutrients, and insect pollinators; and the early pollinators have less competition
for nectar and pollen. The plants and pollinators have both co-evolved and promote each other’s survival.  
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by April Gordon

BUTTERFLY GARDEN
The Flowers of Winter in the Butterfly Garden

Henbit is an edible medicinal wildflower in the mint
family and a food source for many pollinators

Chickweed, used to feed baby chicks
and other birds,  is an edible wildflower

used by early spring pollinators 

The nectar and pollen rich flowers of creeping buttercup are pretty in the
garden and attractive to many pollinators

The bottom line is that by having plants in the butterfly garden
that bloom at diverse times during the growing season, including
the cold months, a more balanced and biodiverse ecosystem is
promoted. Among the early-blooming plants we intentionally
planted are Carolina jessamine (SC’s state flower), Walter’s
viburnum, and native azaleas (both shrubs located outside the
garden fence). Less conspicuous plants are such wildflowers as
henbit, chickweed, and creeping buttercup whose seeds have
been serendipitously carried to the garden by wind, insects, or
even birds. Although most people consider these wildflowers to
be weeds, we allow them a place in the garden because their
flowers are a valuable source of nectar for butterflies and bees
and other insects this time of year when food sources can be
scarce. 

A final note: the more we research our weeds in and around the butterfly
garden, the more we discover how many are beneficial for pollinators.
Perhaps this should not surprise us. As A. A. Milne, author of Winnie the
Pooh, observed, “Weeds are flowers too, once you get to know them.” 

April Gordon at dr.aprilgordon@gmail.com



 The I’On Community Garden located on Eastlake Road is currently registering new gardeners for 2025. Since
registration began on January 1, most of our 27 garden plots have been reserved, but a few are still available.
Our official garden opening is scheduled for February 22 so act now to reserve your plot and start planning your
spring garden. A bargain for $75, you can garden all year in a 5’ x 8’ raised bed that is freshly amended and
mulched with fencing, water, mulched pathways, and expert garden advice all included. 

Why should you join the community garden? An obvious reason is that you can grow healthy organic food,
flavorful herbs, flowers, and even berries to enjoy with your family and share with friends and neighbors. But
there are many other benefits of community gardening. Research shows that exposure to plants and green
spaces provide “green care” for the whole person. These combined benefits include the following: 

 Better physical health — gardening in general provides exercise to increase strength, healthy weight, better          1.
        sleep, and exposure to sunlight (vitamin D from moderate sunshine helps strengthen bones and the immune   
        system and lowers the risk of some cancers, diabetes, and dementia). 
   2.  Better mental health — gardening can lessen anxiety and symptoms of depression, reduce stress, and 
        improve mood. Many gardeners report the satisfaction they get from growing plants (for their beauty as well 
        as for food) and how doing garden tasks such as planting, watering, pruning, and even weeding are calming 
        and therapeutic. Such activities along with enjoying the bees, butterflies, and other animals in the garden   
        are consistent with the positive effects of “living in the moment” by focusing on and savoring what is around 
        us.
   3.  Positive social interactions — community gardening is an activity involving others including family, friends, 
        and neighbors of all ages. New skills and knowledge are acquired in the process of gardening which are 
        shared with others and promote common interests and friendly engagements. Enjoyable social interactions 
        with other gardeners in turn enhance a sense of personal wellbeing. 

Given the many benefits, which extend to children as well as adults, it is not surprising that gardening is one of
the most popular hobbies in the world and the number of community gardens has skyrocketed. In the 100
largest US cities alone, there are currently more than 29,000 community gardens and these numbers are
increasing each year. Experience the rewards of community gardening for yourself by joining the I’On
Community Garden

Request a registration form from garden coordinator April Gordon at iongarden@gmail.com. 
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Time is Running Out to Get a Community Garden Plot for 2025
by April Gordon
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Over 55, I’On At Home is for you! 

Jumping into 2025 with IAH! 

2025 is off to a busy start with IAH! Our members spent January with a plethora of fun
and interesting events. 

We’ve spent our weekends playing Bocce and Croquet and enjoyed a lively progressive
dinner party around the neighborhood. In addition to fun happy hours and fellowship at
neighborhood favorite Community Table, we’ve also had interesting discussions on the
latest hot foreign film and all that’s going on in the public affairs realm. IAH has also
hosted speakers on various topics including maximizing charitable giving and estate
planning strategies; cutting the cord; and an eye opening presentation from the SC
Department of Consumer Affairs on protecting ourselves from identity theft and the
latest scams out there. 

 

Contact Elizabeth Sage, IAH Administrative Manager: elizabeths@ionathome.org 
or visit us at: https://ionathome.helpfulvillage.com/ 

Join us and become a part of a lively group of neighbors interested in learning new 
things, having fun sharing cultural and social activities and helping each other.
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Communications Committee

Julie Hussey
Communications Chair

Fran Tepperman
Living In I'On Editor

Mary Kaplan
Ambassador Chair

Antonia Fokas
I'On Trust

Kathie Haas
Danielle Marin

Mary James & Emily Simpson
HOA Managers, Ravenel Associates

WWW.IONCOMMUNITY.COM PAGE 10 OF 10   

The Communications Committee 
wants to hear from you! 

Click HERE to submit your questions,
comments, requests, or concerns.  
It's always a pleasure to hear from 

a Living in I'On reader!

Duck, Duck, You
Named that Goose!

Thank you to everyone who
submitted a name for our new
neighborhood goose. 

Carolyn Pelletier, with
assistance from friends and
family, has chosen to name
her new gal Glinda, the
Benevolent Goose of the
South. Special thanks to I’On
neighbor Alexis Mead
Silverman who submitted the
name.  

Be sure to stop by to welcome and
introduce yourself to...

Welcome New Neighbors

We are thrilled to have a
festive friend back along the
sidewalk for all to enjoy. 

James & Olinda Robinson
61 Jane Jacobs Street

Elijah & Tiffany Shankman
27 Hopetown

Moving Around I'On:

Michael Hornbuckle
19 Edenton Rd

I was hoping to include some
pictures of snow covered I’On
in this issue. Since I failed to
leave my house, I have one
photo view from my window
of a snowy Saturday Road. 

If you have any great I’On
snow photos that you would
like to share with your
neighbors, please submit
them HERE. We will publish as
many as possible in next
month’s issue. Thanks!

Fran Tepperman

EDITOR’S CORNER

Glinda, The Benevolent Goose of the
South is looking pretty in pink
alongside her owner Carolyn Pelletier

A coyote sighting around Westlake was
recently reported to the I’On Assembly
office. It is not uncommon for coyotes to
be seen during the day and we ask
residents to remain vigilant and leash their
dogs when walking throughout the
neighborhood. 

If you see a coyote, please call, and report
it to Mount Pleasant's Animal Control at
(843) 743-7200. 

Coyote Sighting in I’On

mailto:frantepperman@gmail.com
mailto:frantepperman@gmail.com

