
   



I’On’s Roundabout Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
Sept. 16, 1998 

10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 
 
Jay Foreman (David Jordan)  696-2614  fax: 881-3670 
Ron Joye (Buck Limehouse)  803-737-1935 
Mayor’s Office   884-8517 Fax: 849-2060 
Rogers & Son    723-1349 Fax: 723-1349 
Craig and Raffia Harris   
Jewell Browder or Mac Burdette Browder:884-5782 or Burdette: 884-8517 

 
Schedule of Events 

9:45    Vehicles in position 
     Galaxie on north side 
     R&S truck w/ low boy on east side 
     L-J, Inc. truck on south side 
     Fire truck on west side 
10-10:30 Speeches  Buck Limehouse 

Robert Clarke 
Mayor Woods-Flowers 
Joel Ford 

10:25   Police close off Mathis Ferry Road 
10:29 Yellow ribbons go up: Pam, David, Carmen, Brett 

Dignitaries move into position 
   

North side ribbon cutter: Raffia Harris 
  Galaxie: Raffia & Craig Harris 

Vince Graham, Tom Graham, Geoff Graham, ?? 
      

East side ribbon cutter: Kenny’s wife 
R&S truck w/ low boy: Kenny & Jan Rogers, Derrick Richardson, Eddie 
Brunson, DOT members 
 
South side ribbon cutter: Jan Jordan 
L-J, Inc. truck: David & Jan Jordan, Lloyd ??, and DOT members 
 
West side ribbon cutter: Jewel Browder or Mac Burdette 
Fire truck: Mayor, Joel Ford, council members, police, fire chiefs, others 
hanging off back 
 

10:30 Ribbons are cut and each vehicle moves into the roundabout, around two times in 
procession, before turning into I’On and proceeding toward the Square for the 
reception 

 
 

10:45-11:30 Reception 
 
Supplies:Tent, Tables, Chairs, Podium w/ microphone, Yellow ribbon, 4 scissors 



 



Tri-county gets its first roundabout

MOUNT PLEASANT - The tri-county area's first roundabout is open on Mathis Ferry Road at The I'On.

The road work is incomplete, but so are the first houses under construction in the subdivision.

Mathis Ferry Road between Lowcountry and Anna Knapp boulevards has been closed each night this week 

between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. for construction crews to work on the roundabout. It also will be closed tonight.

A grand opening ceremony for the roundabout will be July 29, and by then the connector road - named 

Perseverance Avenue - between Mathis Ferry Road and U.S. 17 at Lowcountry Boulevard will be open, said Vince 

Graham, president of The I'On Co.

Roundabouts, which are well-known in Europe, direct vehicles by putting them into a circle with no traffic lights. 

Vehicles yield at entry. They have islands at all approaches to control entry speed and deter left turns. Design 

features that guide cars through the roundabout distinguish it from the nonconforming traffic circle.

The roundabout concept is relatively new in South Carolina but may be used more often, said Joel Ford, Mount 

Pleasant's town planner. The traffic is calm, speed is controlled, and any accidents that occur are typically minor, 

he said.

Once constructed, the roundabout is cheaper to maintain than lighted intersections, Ford said.

The roundabout will help alleviate traffic problems in the area. The connector road also will divert a great deal of 

traffic from Mathis Ferry Road, Ford said.

Construction on a roundabout at Rifle Range and Boman roads begins in August.
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Roundabout way to ease traffic

(CLARIFICATION 9/1/98): An Aug. 26 article about the roundabout on Mathis Ferry Road said the new

connector road to U.S. Highway 17 is named Perseverance Avenue, but that name is a suggestion and hasn't been

finalized.

MOUNT PLEASANT - It appeared suddenly like something out of space.

One day, you're driving along as usual on Mathis Ferry Road.

Then, overnight, a construction crew has built a strange fixture that disrupts traffic flow on the scenic highway.

It is a modern roundabout, built to accommodate traffic growth. The intersection has one-way circulation around

a central island, and entering traffic yields the right of way to circulating traffic.

The goal is to avoid stop signs or traffic signals while accommodating additional traffic entering the highway from

the new I'On subdivision.

Motorists heard about the roundabout as I'On developers planned the 243-acre tract, which will have more than

750 houses.

Now that it's there, they don't know what to make of it. Speculation swirls around whether the one 15-foot-wide

lane is adequate for oversized vehicles such as school buses, emergency vehicles and garbage trucks.

No problem, said Robert Clark, S.C. Department of Transportation district traffic engineer. The roundabout has a

sidewalk "apron" to allow big vehicles to maneuver.

"The apron is about 3 inches higher than the existing pavement, but it shouldn't be a shock if you hit against it," he

said.

"We've had several phone calls about the roundabout," Clark said. "People generally want to know how it works
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(and) why does Mathis Ferry Road have to yield to the subdivision."

I'On Co. President Vince Graham also has heard complaints.

The $120,000 roundabout along with the new connector road - named Perseverance Avenue - from Mathis Ferry

Road to U.S. Highway 17 at Lowcountry Boulevard - is expected to divert traffic away from Mathis Ferry Road.

Perseverance Avenue is expected to open before a special dedication for the roundabout on Sept. 16. Graham said

the street name refers to the long battle to develop the I'On tract, as nearby residents fought the projects in court.

Roundabouts can save money because of reduced maintenance costs and lower the potential for accidents

compared to intersections, Clark said.

North Charleston has had a roundabout at Park Circle for years, one that is considerably larger than Mathis

Ferry's and has multiple lanes.

The Transportation Department is also spending about $160,000 to build a roundabout at Bowman and Rifle

Range roads.

Construction on that one is expected to begin within two months. It will be slightly wider and have a wider turning

radius than the Mathis Ferry circle.

And it should ease the traffic - an average of 7,100 daily trips were made last year on Bowman Road east of Chuck

Dawley Boulevard.

Mathis Ferry near Heron Point Road averaged about 9,200 trips a day, while Rifle Range Road near Whitesides

Elementary School had about 12,000 daily.

"We need to give it enough time for people to get used to them. We'll look at it for six months to a year before

making a determination on success," Clark said. "These will be scrutinized closely by everyone in the state."
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STATE REPORT

Mt. Pleasant to mark new road's opening

MOUNT PLEASANT - A ribbon-cutting ceremony is scheduled for 10 a.m. today to celebrate the official opening 

of the new modern roundabout on Mathis Ferry Road.

The new connector road will also officially open today.

Town Council voted last week to name the new road between U.S. Highway 17 and Mathis Ferry Road Shelmore 

Boulevard.

The main road into I'On subdivision also will be named Shelmore. Developers initially named it Perseverance 

Avenue, but the name wasn't added to the 911 emergency system. They also suggested using the same name for the 

connector road.

The I'On Co. wanted one name for both roads that meet at the roundabout on Mathis Ferry Road so they agreed to 

accept the name Town Council chose, Mayor Cheryll Woods-Flowers said.

At least one resident asked that council reject the name Perseverance Avenue because it's insulting to the people 

who live nearby. Some residents opposed the large development project and took their battle to court but lost.
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