Living in I’On
Monthly Newsletter for the Residents of I’On … January 2011!!!
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Coming in February…
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Chamber Music Concert

2/12

Oyster Roast

How to be Happier, Live Longer
I’On needs your help. And that’s good news because studies
have shown that reaching out to help others brings more happiness
and promotes a longer life. As we start 2011, the HOA and the
I’On Trust have joined together so that ALL residents are able to
enjoy the many events put on in I’On throughout the year. That
means we ALL have a stake in lending a hand to keep I’On one of
the best investments in lifestyle and community in South Carolina.
Oyster Roasts…Bridge Run Concert…Memorial Day and July
4th celebrations…Family Halloween fun…Giving Lights and
Christmas…plus dozens of other events, from lectures, to inhome concerts and coffees! The HOA and Trust don’t have the
staff to do all these things — we depend on volunteers. The tasks
are small — from setting up chairs and putting out trash cans, to
jump castle supervision and clean up. We need just a couple of
hours at most. Volunteer as a family or with friends, or as part of
a group — you don’t have to do it alone. Either way, you’ll meet new
neighbors, have fun and make a big contribution where it matters
most: in your own backyard!
So here’s the deal: we invite you to sign up for our 2011 I’On
Volunteer Registry today. By doing so you are merely committing
to help out some way, sometime, during 2011 with one of your
community events. What, when and where can be decided later.
All you have to do is click on the button below and enter your name
and phone or e-mail address. Our hope is so many of you sign up,
we couldn’t possibly use everyone. Do it today. Thanks!

Bob Fry
I’On Volunteer

Register Now

Welcome New
I’On Neighbors!
Gail & Bob Hardie
48 Montrose Road

Mila & George Vyborny
55 Joggling Street

Sherry & Patrick Smith
55 Rialto Road

David Neila & Monica
Fontal
61 Eastlake Road

Jessica & Richard
Clinton
172 Civitas Street
New Neighbors:
Please inform
Jane Gottshalk of AMCS
of your new address.

If you have questions or
comments about this
newsletter, or information
you’d like to get into future
issues, please contact
Barbara Fry.

Click here to visit the
I’On Community Website,

Around I’On …
Women’s Coffee
Tuesday, January 11 10:00 – 12:00 noon
Start the New Year off right by joining your friends and neighbors
at this month’s I’On Trust sponsored coffee. Delores Rosebrock will
be our hostess at 35 John Galt Way. (For specific location, look for
the blue “Women’s Coffee” sign outside of her home). If you have
questions or need a ride, contact one of the co-chairs, Carol Morgan
at 216-5631 or Gail Lauder at 971-0985.
HOA Trustees Board Meeting
Thursday, January 20 6:00 pm
The monthly meeting is held in the second floor conference room
of the I’On Realty Office. An agenda should be posted on the I’On
Community Website a day or two before the date. All homeowners
are welcome to attend.
Yarn Biddies
Wednesday, January 26 10:00 – 11:30 am
This month Yarn Biddies will meet at the home of Nancy
Calonius, 34 Isle of Hope Road. Please join us with whatever
needlework you are currently working on or just with your smiling
face. A little needlework is done, and a whole lot of great
conversation is guaranteed to occur!!! Yarn Biddies meets on the
fourth Wednesday of each month, so please save those mornings so
that you can be a part of a good time. If you have any questions,
please email Stella Harman or call 856-2274. Hope to see you there!
I’On Residents’ Potluck Supper at the Creek Club!
Wednesday, January 26 6:00 pm
The hosts for the first potluck supper of the year will be Anne
Register and Becky Van Wie. Join us for an enjoyable evening with
your neighbors. No need to make reservations or clean your house!
The only thing required is that you bring a dish to pass, a plate,
flatware, napkin, your beverage of choice and a glass. To make it
easier for the hosts, we are now asking that you plan on taking your
recyclables home with you (pack it in, pack it out). If you have any
questions, please email Annie Bonk or call 881-7601.

Around
I’On …
Update

continued
…
submitted by Anne Register

Lunch Bunch at “Rue de Jean”
Thursday, January 27 11:00 am till …
Prior to our January lunch at 39 Rue de Jean, our group will visit
the Charleston Museum. There we will participate in two tours:
“The Threads of War: Clothing and Textiles of the Civil War” and
“Behind the Scenes” (where we will see collections storage areas as
well as rare artifacts seldom on display due to their sensitive
nature). Both tours will be guided by the museum curator. Cost for
the tours is $20 per person. Plan to meet at I’On Square at 11:00 for
car pools; tour is at 11:30; lunch at 12:30. Reservations and money
for the tour need to be in by January 20th (no refunds after that
date!). Please make your check out to Annette Garner and place it
in the basket on her porch at 217 North Shelmore. And yes … you
can join us for lunch only, but reservations are still needed by
January 20th. Questions … contact Carol Morgan at 216-5631 or
Annette Garner at 881-2255.

I’On Ambassadors Meeting
Thursday, January 27 4:00 pm
Calling All Ambassadors!!! Connect with your fellow
Ambassadors at Lori Feehan’s, 13 Prescient Street for some wine,
cheese and a feedback session on the Ambassador program.
Questions … email Lori or call 856-2951.
4th Friday Cocktails
Friday, January 28 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Stop by and warm up with your neighbors at the January 4th
Friday Cocktail Party. This month’s party is hosted by Steve and
Carol Degnen in their lovely home at 26 Fairhope Road. Bring a
glass, your beverage of choice and an appetizer to share. Catch
up with friends and meet new neighbors. Any questions, contact
Brooke Niznik.
At the I’On HOA Annual Meeting on December 7th, 2010,
four new members were elected to the HOA Board of
Trustees. LaVon McNaughton, Sally Raver, Ted Webb and
Craig Wrenn will begin their two year terms this month.
We will have more about their roles and responsibilities in
the February issue.

Christmas Tree
Recycling
Charleston County’s
Environmental
Management Department
will be recycling real – not
artificial – Christmas trees
and greenery and turning
them into compost for
residents to use for
gardening this spring.
Residents who drop off
their tree will receive a
free bag of compost at the
Bees Ferry Landfill,
1344 Bees Ferry Road,
West Ashley. Times of
operation are:
January 2nd – 9th,
Monday thru Friday
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
and Saturday
8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
All tinsel and ornaments
must be removed from the
Christmas trees before
recycling.
Trees and greenery may
also be left on the curb for
regular yard waste pick-up.

Update … submitted by Anne Register
VERY SPECIAL THANKS!
In typical I’On fashion, our wonderful neighborhood gave very generously in December to
Giving Lights of I’On and to the Holiday Festival collections for people at the homeless shelter
downtown and to our troops in Afghanistan. We are deeply grateful to all of you who
supported these efforts.
This year, 333 households participated in Giving Lights of I’On. These neighbors enabled
the Trust to give $8,750 to Camp Happy Days for their holiday helping project for some sixty
families who have children with terminal illnesses. Most of the funds were used for grocery gift
cards so that the families could have a traditional holiday meal and extra goodies for this
season. This was the most successful year ever for Giving Lights of I’On, and we thank Sandy
Powers, the Coordinator, and her Steering Committee, her Street Captains, and the volunteers
who assembled the 469 kits for many hours of hard work.
Several large boxes were shipped to Afghanistan filled with the items donated from the list
of identified troop needs. And three bags of gloves, hats, mittens, scarves, and a few other
items of warm clothing were delivered to Crisis Ministries. We know that all of the recipients
were grateful!
Thanks to Susie Gorsline for organizing the Holiday Festival and to the volunteers who
helped on December 4th.
And congratulations to the winners of the House Decorating Contest – the complete list is on
the I’On Trust website!

Coming Events …
The Programming Committee of the Trust, chaired in 2011 by Amy Sage, has been hard at
work planning a great year of activities and events. As usual, some established I’On favorites
are back on the schedule, and some new programs are being lined up as well.
In February, we’ll continue our house concerts. On the 4th, Chamber Music Charleston will
perform for I’On neighbors and guests at the home of Delores and Lou Rosebrock, 35 John Galt
Way. The music will begin at 7:00 pm, and a reception will follow. The program will feature
Shostakovich String Quartet No. 8 in c minor and Beethoven String Quartet Op. 18 No. 1.
Tickets will be available through Anne Register at the I’On Trust. Watch your e-mails for
more information.

We will also have a neighborhood Oyster Roast in February, on Saturday, February 12th,
from 4:00 until 7:00 pm. The Roast will be at the Westlake Amphitheatre and is open to all
neighbors and guests. The fabulous oysters we featured this past February will be back on the
menu as well as some other food options for those who are not oyster lovers. Tickets will go on
sale in mid-January, so watch the websites and your e-mail for more details.

Changes for the Trust
New Board Member: At the annual meeting of the I’On Trust Board of Directors in
November, the members elected Bob Fry to serve a three year term, beginning January 1, 2011.
Bob is excited about joining the leadership group and has already been very involved in the
neighborhood, most especially with Halloween in the ‘Hood. We appreciate his willingness to
lend his expertise to the Board and his commitment to making good things happen for I’On!

New Address: Many neighbors know that they can drop off mail for the Trust at 270
North Shelmore Boulevard in the basket by Anne Register’s front door. However, if you do
need to mail something the regular way, please note a new address for the Trust – P.O. Box
1064, Mount Pleasant, SC 29465.

Coming Events Messages: The Trust will begin sending regular monthly e-mails to the
entire I’On neighborhood in mid-January. We hope this will keep everyone updated with
opportunities for involvement, learning, celebrating and volunteering in 2011.

Staff Changes: The Trust is delighted to welcome Margaret Summers as our new Events
Coordinator. Anne and Becky will still be very involved with administrative responsibilities, and
Margaret will coordinate activities and events. She has years of experience with the Spoleto
Festival, making her well prepared to make I’On programming terrific! She also has been
working at Sweet Olive for the past several months so you may have met her. Overall staff
hours are not increasing – this change simply reflects more division of duties. All three of us
look forward to a great 2011!

2011 Budget: The Trust budget is available to any neighbor who wishes to see it. Just
send Anne an e-mail (click on her name to bring up the address) and she will respond with the
budget attached.

ALL BEST WISHES FOR THE HAPPIEST OF NEW YEARS!!
From the I’On Trust Board and Staff

I’On Community Garden sign-up starts January 1st
Join the I’On Community Garden and
reserve your garden plot today. We are
booking garden plots on a 1st come, 1st
served basis.
Here’s what you get:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Your own 5’ x 8’ Garden plot for a year
2 Growing seasons
Planting soil specified by Clemson’s Extension Service
Mulched paths around each plot for easy access
Water available on location
Perimeter fence to keep out small critters
A great sunny location
Master Gardeners providing help & advise
Planting guidelines and sample garden plans
Great fun with your neighbors

Annual rent for your garden is $50.
You can share one with a friend if the garden seems too big or you’re
away a lot.
TO RESERVE YOUR GARDEN PLOT – email your name, address and telephone
number to iongarden@gmail.com. The first 30 to respond will receive a new member
information pack outlining how to complete your application.

Special thanks to the I’On Trust for their generous gift of two Charleston Battery
benches that now welcome you as you enter our garden.

CHRISTMAS TREES! CHRISTMAS TREES!
Where do they go now?
CURBSIDE with the regular trash collection
OR
DROP OFF AT BEES FERRY Landfill
(get a free bag of compost)

WHAT GOES IN

NOT IN

PLASTIC
GLASS
ALUMINUM CONTAINERS

Plastic Bags, Foil,
Egg Cartons,Styrofoam
Recycle these at
grocery stores
Dead Batteries
go to The Battery Store
(across from Lowes)

SEPARATE BIN FOR:
PAPER (newspapers junk mail
BETWEEN or UNDER THE BINS:
FLATTEN CARDBOARD Boxes

Recycle Count in I’On
Every fall we count how many homes
in I'On are recycling, to see how
we're doing as a community. This
year we calculated (accounting for
those out of town and vacant homes)
a 5% increase in participation so we
continue to make progress. Thanks
to everyone who pitches in to keep
recyclables out of our landfills and
incinerators.

DID YOU KNOW?
Products made from RECYCLED PLASTICS

use 75% LESS energy
than those made from RAW MATERIALS

We’d like to see a lot more
blue bins out there!
Need one ? We DELIVER.
Contact: Jane or Jan

PRINCIPAL ’ S

C ORNER
As we return from the holidays, the
sense of gratitude endures as we reflect
on the year ahead. Last year, ECMCS
earned Gold status and ranked in the top
10% of all public schools in the state
based on academic achievement!
Still, films like Waiting for Superman
show that our future depends on all of
us committing to improving the future
of public education.
East Cooper Montessori deserves your
help and support because, unlike geographically-based public schools,
ECMCS receives no money for facilities. Dedicated parents and generous
supporters built ECMCS at half the cost
of the new schools that are scheduled to
be built with the one cent sales tax.
Despite these efforts, our school is still
burdened by a substantial mortgage and
ongoing maintenance costs that take
dollars away from education.
As you make your resolutions for the
coming year, I am asking that you consider supporting the public school in
your neighborhood that is producing
results, doing more with less and making a real difference in the lives of its
students and the future of South Carolina. Donations can be made to ECMCS,
250 Ponsbury Road, Mt. Pleasant, SC
29464 and are fully tax deductible.
Thank you and happy 2011!
Jody Swanigan

C ALENDAR
OF E VENTS
Jan. 3—Teacher Workday
Jan. 4—Students Return
Jan. 5—Lower El PTN Mtg., 3-4 pm
Jan. 7—Upper El PTN Mtg., 3-4 pm
Jan. 13—Peace Project Mid-Year
Report
Jan. 14—Teacher Workday
Jan. 14—New Student Application
Deadline
Jan. 17—Martin Luther King Day
Jan. 19—Report Cards
Jan. 20—Group Tour, Board Mtg.
Jan. 21—Family Follies/Talent Show
Jan. 28—Read-A-Thon

J ANUARY 2011
L EAD S TORY H EADLINE

G RANDPARENTS ARE G RAND AT ECMCS
The saying may be old, but
it is true...it takes a village
to raise a child. So many
people help shape our students’ lives. And often, one
of the most special relationships a child has is with a
grandparent.
At ECMCS, many grandparents and other extended
family members contribute
their time and energy to
support the school.

To thank them for all their
efforts, the school recently
organized its first Family
VIP Day. More than 70
grandparents and other extended family members
spent the morning enjoying
an introduction to the
school by Principal Jody
Swanigan as well as light
refreshments made by her
own two hands. There were
also tours of the different

classes as well as hands-on
demonstrations by the students of what goes on during a typical morning work
cycle. As a memento of the
event, each VIP had their
photo taken with their special student.
It was certainly a day everyone will remember!

More than 70 people attended
ECMCS’ first ever Family VIP
Day. The event allowed students’
grandparents and other “very important persons” to get a tour of
ECMCS and see in action how the
Montessori process works.

S TUDENTS ’ P EACE P ROJECT H ITS
10,000 B OOK M ARK
ECMCS students Alec and
Amanda Robinovitz were
recently featured in the
Post & Courier newspaper
for reaching a significant
milestone in their joint
Peace Project of collecting
books for pediatric units at
the Medical University of
South Carolina.
In November, Alec, a sixth
grader, and Amanda, a second grader, delivered their
10,000th book to MUSC.
Alec, who originated this
Peace Project four years

ago, said that reaching the
10,000-book milestone was
a reminder to everyone that
“it doesn't matter how big
and strong or young or old
you are. Anyone can give.”
All ECMCS students must
create a Peace Project each
year in order give back to
their community.
To view in full the P&C
article on Alec and Amanda,
go to: http://www.postand
courier.com/news/2010/
nov/23/boys-good-deedgrows-to-10000-books/

A T T HE F ESTIVAL
OF L IGHTS

ECMCS students Clara and Matthew Pilley pose with their school’s
entry into the 2010 Festival of
Lights Giant Greeting Card competition.
Information for this newsletter compiled by
Bethany Thies Myers and Alys Campaigne.

